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i%e enquiry pursued in the foUowivg paj^ei 

has been occasioned bjf d irecent publicatiom 

Entitled, *' Junius j including letters by the 

same tjoriteri under other signatures, {now 

J^rst collected.) tb which are added, his 

tonfidential correspondence with Mr. Wilkes, 

Und his private letters addressed to Mr. H. S. 

Wood/all. With a preliminary essay, notes, 

facsimiles, Xc. Stat nominis umbra*^*— 

Printed by G. Wood/all, London, 1812. In 

three vols. 8vo. The references are to the 

pages of these volumes. 
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AN ATTEMPT^ 

X HE writings of Junius, after a lapse of 

forty years^ retain their hold upon the publick 

mind :-— more, perhaps^ from the impenetrable 

concealment of the writer, than from their 

own intrinsick merit* It is not meant to 

deny that they are well written. But good 

writing alone, when employed upon topicks 

merely fugitive^ cannot long maintain its post, 

amidst the numerous competitors for attention, 

which are daily obtruding themselves upon the 

press. Junius, indeed^ will always gratify the 

malignant, and dazzle the ignorant, by the 

hardiness of his assertions, and the bitterness 

of his invective** But numbers who belong 
B to 

• As I hare reatared to ezpren mjaelf rery frcdj on di9 
subject of Junius in the following pages* I must, in justice to 
myself, observe, that I am not insensible to his merits. To his 
excellence as a writer I have already borne testimony: but, 
indeed, I must confine his meritorious exertions as a patriot, 
almost exclusively to the matter of the Middlesex election* 
The great battle of general warrants had been fought, and woa 
for the people, before he appeared. Of the conduct of Ministen 
in the afi&ir of the election it is impossible to speak but in terms 
of reprobation. 
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to neither of these classes still contidue to 
read him. There is perhaps no man who 
aspires to the char9<?ter of a general reader^ 
that has not done so more than Once in the 
course of his life; ap4 the chief charm that 
carries us forward^ as I take it^ is the invisi^ 
bility of the writer; we read in hopes of 
finding some clue which may lead to a detec<* 
tion of the secret; and while the ?algar are 
gratified by seeing how their superiors ifiay 
be reviled, those who are fend of investigation 
experience somewhat of thfe delight which 
may be received from an attempt at the 
solution of a mysterious enigma. Thus he is 
still studiedi in spite of the disgust whi^h the 
perusal must impart to the viftuous and the 
good ; and thfe present editor has performed 
an acceptable service by giving tb the tirbrtd 
this new edition, itccompani^d tyy those 
additions which are detailed iii the title page. 
They not only serve to elucidate the writings 
of his author, but give some insight into his 
character^ and may perhsips. ultimately (>ro- 
duce £i probable coi\|eoture as to hi$ n;9ime4 

The publication of Junius's letteis preparly 
to called (i. e. of those of his letters, ivhich 
were afterwairds cOHectedj^ under his own di* 
rectiqiis» ipitQ aydijiiQe) coraD^med iH^Mpnary 

SIM, 
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2Ist> I76d: but we learn from the present 
editor, that the author had been, from the 
21st of April, 1767> a regular and frequent 
contributor to the pages of the' Publick 
Advertiser, under a very great variety of 
signatures ; of these, the most common were 
Lucius^ Junius, and 9rutus» Under th^ 
second of these, which afterwards attained so 
great celebrity, he has a letter as early as 
November ?Jst, 1769^ But it was not till 
April SOlh, 1769> that he commenced bis 
private correspondence (to which he always 
subscribed the letter C«) with Mr. Woodfall^ 
the printer of the Publick Advertiser: at 
least no private communication of an earlier 
date is preserved in these volumes. 

The last of Junius's letters, properly so 
called^ according to the distinction taken 
above, is of Jan« Slst, 1773: the last of his 
letters in the Publick Advertiser under any 
other signature is dated May 12tb> of the 
same year : but he continued to correspon4 
privately with Wood£Jt as late as January 
19th, 1773; and that printer knew how to 
direct to him down to the 7th of the foUowing 
March ; after which we lose all tiaces of him^ 
whether publick or private : so that th<^ whole 
of his singnlar epdslence as aaiavisibLe ageo^ 
B3 whoia 
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\v hose secret has never yet been penetrated, 
Continued for the space of five years, ten 
months) and two weeks^ 



The chief characteristick of this ^ulhoir, 
during the whole of this period, and tindef 
all the variolis disguises which he assumed. 
Was an unextinguishable and vehement detest* 
ation of all publick men, of all persons of 
superior birth and station. So fierce, ^nd 
even horrible, is his malignity, that, a6 Johnson 
says of another waiter, " Hell groWs darker 
at his frown/' No elevation of rank, no depth 
of affliction can protect from his attacks.— 
When the Duke of Bedford had lost his only 
Ison, he thus insults him, "Can age itself 
forget that you are now in the last act of life r 
Can grey ha^irs make folly venerable ? and is 
there no period to be reserved for meditation 
and retirement? Your friends Will ask, per- 
iiaps. Whither shall this unhappy old man 
retire ? Can he remain in the metropolis ? 
Svhere his life lias been so often threatened, 
and his palace so often attacked. If he 
returns to Woburn, scorn and mockei^y await 
faim. He must <:;reate a solitude round his 
estate, if he would avoid the face of reproach 

and 
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and derision* At every town he enters, he 
must change his liveries and his name. 
Which ever way he flies, the Hue and Cry of 
the country pursues him**' i* 246, He tells 
th^ Duke of Grafton, " |f the favour of sr 
King cannot remove niountains of infamy, it 
serves to lessen at least, for undoubtedly it 
divides the burden. While I remember how 
much is due to His sacred character^ I cannot, 
with any decent appearance of propriety, call 
you the meanest and basest fellow in the 
kingdom ^" and he finds *^ this language too 
mild, iov the occasion." ii. 242. ^ Like the 
tyrant of old, he evidently enjoys the. suffer- 
ings, which he inflicts upon his. victims: he 
would see them expire under the lash* " I 
am strangely partial to the enclosed," says he, 
in a private notice which accompanied the 
letter containing this last quotation : *^ it is 
finished with the utmost care.'' No past 
services, no merit, even of the kind to wliich 
he professes himself most awake, can conciliate 
his favour to those who are guilty of partaking 
in the government of his country. The Earl 
of Chatham, and Lord Camden, are pursued 
by the fury of his invectives as long as they 
continue in administration ; it is only when 
th^y return to opposition, that they can 
B 3 , deserve 
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deserve his sufftage. Do the ministry incliDe 
to a compromise wtth his majesty's tumtiltuary 
subjects of America, the measure is migatory 
and useless (hk 76, 183) ; and no means are 
left untried to goad admmistratioB into a war 
with Spain, fer the barren island of Falkland, 
or to cover them with disgrace and contempt 
for recovering it by any otfcer means than 
those of an armed foroe. This unremitting 
fertility of abuse was the great recomnaenda- 
tion of Jupius. Hence his amazing, and di*^ 
^rac^l popttlalrity. He knew, better than 
any mam, that ^* he who goeth about to peiv 
suad^ a multitude^ that they are not so welli 
governed as thejr oaght to be^ shall never 
want attentive and IkvK^urable hearers/'* 
Nothing is too tati&mg to ekide his notice, ot 
too barmiess to escape his censore. If th« 
Parliament is opened by eommisfiion, the 
King is ashamed to meet his people (iii. 48)^ 
If he requiests tioqe <to oonsider of a new pointy 
it is a deniid of justice to his sfibjects {w.'SSS)* 
Ave the idle oeremomes of the Gartw trans* 
gressed on i;he a4mis$ion of a new knight> 
Asbmole is ransacked to iJemon^rate tJre 
irregularity^ and the court is «o tmpopnkHr 
flint the aWeodanee of the proper number <y( 

linigfati 
^ Jfooker^ 
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knights could not be procured (iii. 359). Do 
ministers, as is the constant usage, avoid the 
daily service of election committees, they 
intend to express their contempt of the 
Grenville act (iii. $90)* The man seems to 
have ddne botbing else but write for the 
newspaper^, and to have lived only for the 
purpose of fabricating charges of crimination^ 
More truly than lago might he say, 

■ ■ .; . ■ It if mj D^hire'f plague 
To f py into abmet i and oft my Jealouf y 
Sliapei fitullf that aie not* ■ ^ 

Licentious as we conceive, and, no doubt^ 
with too much Justice, the spirit of the present 
times to be, I trust, and indeed believe, that 
such a writer would not now be endured so 
Idiig to outrage every feeling of decency and 
humanity* In truth, his own age did not 
view him in all bis naked deformity, for it 
was reserved for the present editor, by a 
laborious perusal of the files of the P. A. to 
lay open the extent of the murderous ravages 
committed by this hero of infamy, on the 
obaracters and reputations of the highest and 
best men in the kingdom. 



Who 
B3 
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WliQ then was this Junius? Tlii^ is a 
question which has excited the curiosity of 
every person studious of these subject^, ever 
since the first appearance of the letters. 
The claims of Charles Lloyd, John Roberts, 
Samuel Dyer,* W, G. Hamilton, Edmund 
Burke, Dr. John Butler, Philip Rosenhagen, 
Charles Lee, John Wilkes, Hugh Boyd, John 
Dunning, Henry Flood, and Lord George 
Sackville, are discussed and negatived in the 
present edition* The name of William Petty, 
Marquis of Lapsdpwne, ha^ ri^^Qtly been 
mentioned, in terms extremely positive, as 
the undoubted author* But would that 
nobleman have written thus of himself? — 
*^ The life of this young man is a satire upon 
mankind. The treachery whict^ deserts a 
friend, might be a virtue, compared to the 
fawning baseness which attaches itself to a 
declared enemy* Lord Chatham became his 
idol; introduced him into the most difficult 

departiQent 

•. The claim of this gentleman itands upon the best foanda^ 
tion of any here mentioned, since Mr* Malone, whose assertions 
always command respect, and whose death has been an irrepar- 
able loss to his sanriTing friends, and to English literature, 
declares, thajt Dyer was the ** principal author" of Junius, with 
** at least one, perhaps two coadjutors." — Life of Dryden, p. 
181^ and additions. But Mr. Dyer died September, ITTSf 
Junius was certainly eating six months later. 
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f^epartipent of the state^ and left him them 
%o shift for himself It was a master-piec^ 
of revenge* Unconnected, unsupported^ he 
Remains in office without interest (Mr dignity^ 
as if the income were an equivalent for all less 
pf reputation* Without spirit or judgement 
to take an advantageous moment of retiring^ 
he submits to be insulted^ as long as he is 
paid for it. But even this abject conduct will 
avail him nothing. Like his great archetype^ 
the vapour on which he rose deserts him, and 
now 

Fluttering his pennoni vaio, plomb down he dropi.*' 

(iii. 174). There is more> to the samepurpose» 
in ii. 472> and iii. 70, where he is called 
^'Malagrida/* an "heir apparent of Loyola;" 
where " an ostensible engagement with a 
mental reservation'' is said to be ^^ the first 
principle of his morale relachScs^* and "a 
blinking bull-dog to form a very natural type 
x>f all his good qualities/' I shall suppose^ 
that an anonymous writer may, for the 
purposes of disguise, introduce some strokes 
against his own character, which tell the 
world no more than the world has beea 
already told in a thousand paragraphs and 
pamphlets, but I can scarcely believe that 
jmy one would draw so odious a picture of 

himseli^ 
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himself^ »s is contmned in the first of these 
extractSt 

I win go further, and profess my entire ] 
persuasion that his lordship was not capable 
of writing thfi letters of Junius. If his 
. speeches in parliament were a faithful type 
<^ his mind, it was a mind cultivated with 
much pains, but not of strong stamina, or 
clear conceptioii. His statements were per* 
plexed: his diction clumsy and confused: far 
removed from the terseness, perspicuity, and 
compression of the letters we are now con- 
sidering. 

Yet more. It appears nearly certain froni 
the present publication, that, in the mysterious 
communication which subsisted between Ju^ 
tiius and his printer, he was his own messen« 
gen I do not, indeed, believe* the story of 
It Mr. Jackson, at that time a servant of 
WoodfalPs, who saw and followed to a back^ 
fiey coach a tall gentleman with a bag ^nd 
sword, who threw into the shop a letter of 
Junius ; because I conceive the writer of the 
letter could not be known till it was opened, 

and 

* I do not, howeTer, mean to iofioaate, became I do not 
entertain, the ilightest donbt of Mr. Jackson's teracity. Who is 
represented to l>e a jerj respectable man. But I tiiiidt bis 
■lemory, at an advanced age, and after the lapse of netrij half 
n century, must haTe failed hinu 
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and the printer i¥0u1d not^ tn such critical 
times, open tonifidenttal papers before his 
servants and if he had, and had declared that 
H W^s one of ike letters of his celebrated 
correspondent, the tall gentleman must hare 
been far beyond the reach of pursuit, long 
before Mr* Jaelcson couM have followed him* 
But it seems quite certain tliat Junius, who> 
in this one instanee, appears to have told the 
trirth, was *• the sole depositary of his own 
secret ;^ and nearly so, that he was commonly 
his own messenger. With regard to his com* 
inunications to Wood&ll, they might be 
casually dropped into any penny post-office, 
as he passed along the street, without the 
danger of detection ; but when it was neces* 
sary that Woodfall should oomrauoicate any 
thing to Jiim^ the difficulty was considerable j 
a;nd it is truly wonderful that the mode 
adopted never led to any discovery ; the true 
reason of which I take to have been, that 
W«od£iU ^ever attempted to find out the 
secret. It was too much his interest to run 
no chance of ofiending a writer whose libds 
contributed so materially to the circulation 6t 
bis paper, If Wood&U did, which it would 
be most easy for him to have done without its 
mev ooning to the knowledge of Junius^ set 

a 
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la spy to w^tch h\m, he appears nt^vtr to 
'Jiave permitted the secret to transpire. 

The mode pursued was this: when the 
printer had fmy thiqg to impart which it was 
expedient that the author should know» he 
inserted a signal, as the word ** letter," ^* Q. in 
the usual place/' or some other short and 
significant token, in a corner of his paper* 
It had been previously agreed^ that any 
ppiQn^unicatiop for the author should be left 
9t the bar of a particular coffee-bouse (at 
one time the New Exchange, at another the 
Somerset,or Sunday's in Maiden Lane), under 
corer of some name judiciously chosen ; not 
so common as to incur the danger of being 
inadvertently employed by any one else, nor 
so extraordinaiy as to excite observation (ge« 
nerally William Middleton or John Fretley) i 
and they were called for either by the invisi^ 
Ue agent himself, or by some chairman whom 
he casually met in the street, and directed to 
meet him again in another part of the town. 
Notwithstanding all this caution, there was 
occasionally some difficulty in conducting 
this part of the correspondepcCr The waiter 
at one of the coffee-houses endeavoured at 
one time to obtain a sight of the person; I 
suppose by following the chairman ; this 

produced 
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produced a change of coffee-house; from 
which, however, the correspondence, after 
some time, again returned to the original 
place, till it Was a second time rendered 
imprapticable by the continued curiosity of 
the indefatigable waiter. 

This detail has been entered into chiefly' 
for the purpose of shewing still more plainly, 
that the Marquis of Lansdowne has been 
unjustly suspected of having been the author 
of these celebrated letters^ A nobleman high 
in official situation, of extensive possessions 
and , princely establishment, is too deeply 
entrenched in forms to maintain such a 
mysterious correspondence. I doubt whether 
he could, without detection, have long con- 
veyed thte letters to the Publick Advertiser. 
A nobleman, who seldom moves abroad but 
in his chariot, is little able to slide letters 
without observation itito post-offices ; but it 
would certainly be absolutely impoi^sible for 
him to glide into coffee-choused, or maintain 
an intercourse with chairmen in the publick 
streets. The same objection wiH apply to 
Mr. Dunning. Not only was the time of that 
eminent barrister too incessantly occupied by 
the calls of business, parliament, and pleasure, 
to allow any room for the laborious employ- 
ment 
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tMtA of fiimisbtng tbe newspapers with daily 
f^andaly but also be was as much disqualHied 
by his very remarkable fi^re» which none 
that ever saw can cease to remember^ as 
Lofd Lsuosdowne Was by bis state^ for an 
unobserved application at the bars of co£[ee« 
houses. Junius must have been a man whose 
situatioti in life would reaK^^ tbe agreeal^ 
picture given of h\i own, by Horace •••-^ 
though posseseted^ perhapsj, of a cooipeleat 
independence^ be must have been able to say 
with that delightful pdet : 

Hoe ego e<miniodiss qaam to, pneclars tcOBtor. 
MillUraf atque aliis irtTO 8 quoounque liSida eils 
InceUo solus, percunctor quanti olus ac far, 
F'allacem circum, Tespertinamque pererro 
Scpe foram^ te« 
< 

There is another argument, of a mechanical 
nature, which seems also to disprove the claims 
of the noble marquis. The second of the 
seals used by Junius in his correspondence 
with Mr. Woodfall, of which an engraved 
plate is subjoined to this edition, exhibits 
evident traces of a coronet. The arms are 
carefully erased, as if by the finger, while the 
wax was soft : but the coronet is as studiously 
retained. This was probably designed a$ a 
blinds to bewilder Woodfall in his conjectures, 

and 
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and to make him guess that bis corresponcj^nt 
was a peer 2 but is in itself conclusive, in my 
opinion^ to shew that such was not his rank 
in life. The same conclusion may also, I 
think, be drawn from what be says affectedly 
in iii, S02— **^ You may be satisfied, that mjf 
rank and fortune place me above a common 
bribe ^*' though the present editor is content 
to accept these declarations as sterling coin, 
and to believe that such was the high station 
of his author, because that author chuses to 
say so. 

Nor is this all. I am far from limiting good^^ 
ness of heart or delicacy of feeling to the more 
elevated ranks of society. I know well that 
there are ••the great vulgar" as well as " the 
small y* and that qualities the most estimable 
are often concealed upder the most homely 
appearance* Yet^ surely^ education and 
polished society are generally favourable to 
the milder virtues. The stern republican 
tells usj indeed, that courtesy 

U »mmer fijiwd vi lowlj sMt 
With smoky rafters, than in tap'stry balls 
And courts of princes, where it first was name4i 
AoA yet is fttoii preteniti* 

Still, I should say, that coarseness and brutal- 

ity 
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ity of invective, and baseness of conduct, wevi 
prima facie objections to the high birth or 
rank of him against whom they can be proved. 
Now if we try the writings of Junius by this 
test, he will surely be found to have sprung^ 
as his antagonists often said he did, from the 
lowest dregs of the people. His tal^iits, 
indeed, We of the first rate, and h6 had 
amply iilipr6v6d them by all the acquire- 
ments of learning. But his heart was bad, 
his temper malevolent, and his '* fell purpose 
was shaken by no compunctious visi tings of 
nature,'* whenever he wished (and he always 
wishes,) to lacerate the tenderest feelings of 
the objects of his fury. The present editor, 
his profound admirer, confesses that he " was 
quick and irritable in conceiving disgust, and 
vehement, and even at times malignant, in 
his enmities. In the violence of his hatreds 
almost every one whom he attacks is guilty 
in the extreme; there afe no degrees of 
comparison, either in their criminality, or his 
own detestation ; the whole is equally super- 
lative/' And he adds some striking examples 
of this prominent feature of the writer (i.*71). 
Of an harmless bookseller, who had done 
nothing to offend him, he can only speak 
contemptuously as " this man" (*173) : even 

his 
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his frieitd Woodfall at one time preserves '* an 
affected silence" {*^13) ; and is " grown too 
ministerial in his politics" (*2 19). What a 
mind and heart must have dictated that 
expression about the Duke of Bedford, "I 
can threaten him privately with such a storm, 
as would make him tremble even in his 
grave?'* But that to which I more particu- 
larly allude at present is the lowness and 
vulgarity of his reproaches. He is truly 
what the French style un franc polisson^ an 
inveterate blackguard. Who else would re- 
mind the Duke of Grafton of the illegitimacy 
of his descent, and stigmatize his kept mistress 
by name ? tell Lord Hillsborough, *' You can 
smile in a man's face and pick his pocket ?" 
Write to the celebrated Garrick, " Mark me, 
vagabond ! keep to your pantomimes'' (*2i29), 
and of him, " he made himself a greater 
rdscal than he was" (*234) ? expatiate on the 
*^ unhappy, stuiFed figure, the tongue too big 
for his mouth, the eyes too big for their 
sockets, the head tod heavy for the shoulders," 
of Lord North (ii. 105, 128, iii.318) ? upbraid 
Lord Mansfield with his smile ? Mr. Welbore 
Ellis with his diminutive stature, and call him 
Mannikin and Grildrig (ii. 239)?. speak of 
the cream-coloured Bradshaw ? call Mr, E*ox 
the black boy ? with numberless other abusive 
epithets of other people whom it iu impossible 

C . novsr 
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now to recollect? " To be corrupted by 
such a maquereati as Whately. would turn the 
appetite 6f Moll Flanders'' (iii. 310). And 
all these not glanced at incidentally, or alluded 
to sportively, but dwelt upon and enforced 
seriously and continually. The crambe bis 
coda is sufficiently natiseoUs, but his is the 
decies repetita. . « 

But baseness of conduct is worse than brutal 
vulgarity of invective ; and of this, numerous 
and disgusting examples may be extracted 
from the publications of this writer. Having 
obtained, by no honest means we may be 
sure, a private and confidential letter* of Mr* 
Onslow to Wilkes, he makes no scruple of 
sending it to the papers (iii. 229). Baseness 
cannot exceed this, unless it be that of insinu- 
ating that many more of the same kind " had 
fallen into his hands, and that he should 
reserve the most extraordinary till the last.*' 
If more could have been produced, none, we 

may 

• Af much will be found ultimately to rest upon thif 
publication being identified ^ith Junius, U is requisite to attend 
to this point The letter to the Public Advertiser enclosing 
that of Mr. Onslow is sigfa^ X X- the editor of Uie present 
volumes, in deciding what cotrimunications to that paper 
proceeded from the pen of Junius, states himself ** seldom to 
have relied altogether upon his own judgement, but to hay* 
availed himself of a variety of minute clues resulting from 
incidental references."— Adv. Upon what parUcular grounds 
he aligns XX. to Junius, does not appear} but the inteflial 
evid<;nce is extremely strong in favour of his supposition* 
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iriay be sure, would have been suppressed, 
and the worst would have been printed first. 

The splitting himself into several persons, 
by adoptirig a variety of signatures, and thus 
apparently giving the corroboration of a 
Second and a third witness to a calumnious 
accusation^ of which he is the sole author and 
propagator^ is a niean and paltry artifice of 
which hie Was frequently accused (iii, 242), 
and, as we ndw know, from the present 
publicatioh, ^Vith unerring truth. " I have 
found ^Vefy circumstance stated by Junius 
to be literally true" (ii. 46) was the assertion 
of Junius himself in a different shape. " The 
letters of your masterly correspondent Lucius" 
(iii, 125), is said by Lucius himself under 
another signature. If any thing can add to 
the meanness of this wretched device, it is 
that its author accused others at random, and 
without believing it, of the very artifice which 
he knew himself to be in the daily habit of 
employing. To impress the publick with an 
opinion that Lord Hillsborough had con- 
descended to- vindicate himself in an anony- 
mous letter, he says (and the phrase is striptly 
true, if applied to himself), " We understand 
the use of this expedient. You avail yourself 
of every thing that can be said for you by a 
third person, without being obliged tci abide 
by the apology, if it should fail you. My 
lord, this is a paltry art, unworthy of your 
C2 
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station, unworthy of every thing hui the cause- 
you have undertaken to defend'* (iii. 117). 

One ibore instance of baseness in this 
*' imniortal writer*' I cannot omit. Sir 
William Draper, in defending him$elf from 
the injurious accusations of JuniuSi had stated 
that he '^ resigned his regiment for hall^pay 
" J200 Irish annuity." ** The letter, as it- 
*^ appeared in the Publick Advertiser^ stated 
" by mistal^e/' says the present editor, and, 
if I understand him right, in words at length, 
<* twel?e hundred pounds Irish annuity 1'^ 
thusi with a mark of interjection, which coald 
never» I presume, have been inserted by 8ir 
William ; as neither could the mistake have 
well been macle, if he had written the sum in 
words at length. This appeared in the paper 
of February i7th, 176&: on tite 19th be wrote 
to Woodfell, requesting th^t the error aright 
be corrected : and in the newspaper of the 
Sgd, his iK)te containing thin recjuetft was 
accordingly printed*. Junius, under the dis^- 
advantage of his utiavoidable absence from 
the press, wa9 punctiliously rigid ia bia 
expectations of the correctness with wbicb 
his own effusions shouJd be prioted* I S4i^3 
that if he had possessed a pairtiehs e( the 
honour of a gentleman, be weuld have beei^ 
peremptory that this mMerial error cf bia^ 
antagonist's sboulil be amended, when the 
controversy was cpllected into a voluio? t j^i 

it 
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it *^ has beeni hitherto propagated through 
e?efy edition, without a single exception'* 
(i* 94)» till the present, in which it is properly 
noticed and rectifial. 

It % then, I think, sufficiently manifest^ 
that Jonios was not a nobleman, that he wa$ 
not even, what he fj&ea prides himself a pon 
being, a gesitleman. But perhape it may be 
thought tb^ he was a much better thing, a 
real patriot, watchful over the liberties, and 
seatoos for the honour of his native country^ 
I tbnik hardly.-— Nothing can be plainer, in my 
i^ioion, than that he had no solid pretensions . 
to this exaked character, the greatest to which 
a citicen can aspire. The true patriot will be 
firm in defence of the Constitution, in its 
mixed and w^ll balanced integrity, as well 
against the imperious dkstation of the few, as 
the overwhelming usurpations of the many ; 
liut he will be careful not to swell petty, often 
ims^nary offences, into grievances that are 
not to be borne. The too obvious wish of 
Junius was, to inflame the people against 
their governors, to unsheathe the sword, and 
to plunge the country in blood. With this 
Tiew he has recourse to assertions the most 
inconsistent. The peace negociated by the 
Duke of Bedford is, at one time, so flagrantly 
disadvantageous to this country, that the 
embassador must have been bribed by France 
to ma|ce it (i. 241): at another, when he 
, - C S would 
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would tax the ministry with incapacity and 
imbecility for not rushing into a war with 
Spain, th^ same peace ** dishonoured the 
French in the eyes of. Europe. Necessity 
alone compelled them to submit to it" (iii* 
95), and they will take the first opportunity 
to violate it. Every thing which he says is to 
serve the turn of exciting a popular cry ; and 
there is no writer on whose assertion le8$ 
credit is to be placed. 

. It is very remarkable, that, darifcgly factious 
as was this writer, he was no party man, in 
the sense usually affixed to that term. As he 
^posed the ministry, so he did not support 
the opposition* Excluded, if I read his situr 
ation rightly, from the hopes of obtaining aa 
irfFice .adequate to the consciousness of his 
. own abilities, or perhaps any office at all, 
under any administration, tory or whig, 
which, in the regular course of events, would 
be likely to govern the country, his views lay 
deeper ; and he aimed, as I conceive, at the 
subversion of the constitution, under the 
notion, by no means an improbable one, that 
in such a commotion hp might, in his real 
persot), emerge to notice,— might ride in the 
whirlwind and direct the storm. He makes 
it his express boast, after he had, for more 
than twelve months, fixed the gaze, and 
enjoyed the frantick applause of the populace, 
that, though he was accused of having *' sup- 
ported 
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ported the intrigues of faction, he was dis- 
owned, as a dangerous auxiliary, by every 
party in the kingdom" (ii. 205). In fact, the 
warmest members of the regular opposition, 
hostile as they were to ministers, were dis- 
gusted at the intemperate aspersions of ijiis 
shameless libeller,, which they perceived 
-equally to aim at the existence of ever^ 
ladministration. Upon the occasion of his 
assailing Mr. Baron Smythe^ for what tie 
called " brow-beating a jury" in the remark- 
able case of T^tylor, h/f.r. Dunning, though 
ardent in the ranks of opposition, took an 
opportunity tp declare in parliament, " the 
characters of the' judges are traduced by 
groundless accusations and scandalous asper* 
sious. These are grifevances which every 
one sees, and every one laments. Had . I 
been in his [Aie Baron^s] place, I must have 
fallen under the same odium; for my con. 
science would not have allowed me to use 
any other language but that of Baron Sm'y the" 
(ii. 440): and all the well-tempered part of 
the publick appears to have been penetrated 
with horror at the shocking attack upon the 
aged Duke of Bedford, at the moment when 
he was deprived of his only son, a most 
amiable young nobleman, by a fatal and 
sudden mishap. 
Junius, then, had no great temptation in 
C4 ^ bis 
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his own day, to throw off the disguise, and to 
receive in his own person, that applause which 
his taJents had earned. In his intercourse- 
with society he must have heard, and even his 
heart must have told him, that he deserved^ 
the universal execration of mankind, for base 
and unfounded calumnies, by which he out- 
raged every feeling of nature. Rather would 
he Sitrive to keep on the mask with a firmer 
grasp, and to obliterate every trace of a trans* 
action of which he had so much cause to be 
ashamed. 

Yet, when the first pangs of conscience had 
subsided, when he saw how much readier the 
world was to be gratified by the eloquence* 
than to reprobate the malevolence of his * 
attacks^ to applatld the talents of his head, 
.than to denounce the vices of his heart ; when 
years had removcjd all dread of a prosecution, 
and thrown their softening influence over his 
deformities ; when he saw his hook universally 
jead, universally admirecl, quoted, and ex* 
tolled, it is certainly extremely singular, that 
he never contrived to let his disguise fall, and 
to receive in person that incense, of which he 
must so often have inhaled tlie odour, without 
daring to commend its fragrance. The most 

natural 

* It m'lf^bt be as truly said of Janius, as ever it waf of 
Archilochiis, * that he possessed 

■ «»«»> JM»Xi»f ^mrkp^ mt i«» JMsM 
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D^tural way th^t I can thiak pf^ to eceount 
for so ^^trauordin^ryi and ^s far as I reqollept, 
so unparalleled an instance of seUlidepi^l* i9» 
to suppose that; the ajatborof Junius was some 
person, to whose name a more than coo^mon 
load of infamy would have attached^ if h^ wcr 
permitted it to be disclosed : that^ to the 
other vices which I have enumernited^ the 
most ama;?ing duplicity would then be added: 
perhaps^ th^ if known, he would appear 
before the world in a double cap9city,-<— as 
Junius hin(iself» and as a person attacked b^ 
Junius, and repelling those attacks trimppli- 
antly and with success.. 

Now, among the antagonists of Junius, we 
find one person, and perhaps only one, .to 
whom this last remark, in all its bearing?, 
entirejy applies. For though Sir Williaqci 
Draper, in his contest with Juniiis, bad a 
manifest superiority in the argument, yet the 
latter^ by shifting his ground, aqd becoQiing, 
in his turn, the assailant (in which his jln visible 
agency gave him a great advantage), appeared 
to the publick to keep possession of the field* 
It may be worth while then to examine the 
case of that other person with a tittle attention, 
and try if we cannot discover, in that e;:$ami« 
nation, the character of which we h^ve been so 
lopg, and bitherto so unwecei^fiilly, ia seardi. 
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JOHN HORNE was the son of a poulterer* 
in Newport Market: and was born in the 
year 1736. He must have m^de an early 
display of those transcendant talents which 
accompanied him through life ; since^ though 
the younger son of a father in no very emi- 
nent station^ he Received his education at Eton, 
from whence he was sent, as a sizer, to St. 
John's College,! in Cambridge, in 1754, where 
he took the degree pf B.A. in 17^8, being the 
last but one of the senior optimes of that year. 
His destination in life was the clerical pro- 
fession; to which, however, he appearjs to 
have been led, rather by the importunity of 
his friends, or the necessity of a livelihood, 
than by natural inclination. At least, if he 
ever possessed; he did pot long retain any 
respect for his profession, or its professors. 
In the first letter which he wrote to Mr. 
Wilkes, when he was soliciting a place in the 
friendship of that celebrated' demagogue, he 
says, •* You are entering into a correspond 
ence with a parsons ^nd I am a little appro- 

hensive 

f Hb opponents eiiesa to change ihif into a butcher. 

f His admission is thus entered on the colleg^e register. 
' Joannes '^ome filias Joannis Home puliariiy natus Londini, 
.Uteris institutns in schola Etonensi snb Doctore Somncr, ad- 
missus Subsizator pro Magistro Beadon, Jan. 12, 1754, an^» 
ietat. ISyo. Tutore et fidejussore Dre. Brooke. 
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faensive lest that title should disgust you : but 
give me leave to assure you I am not ordained 
a hypocrite. It is true I have suffered the 
infectious hand of a bishop to be waved ovet 
xne.; whose imposition, like the sop given to 
Judasy is only a signal for the devil to enter* 
But if you should at any time discover the 
black sppt under my tongue, assist me kindly 
to. conquer the prejudices of education and 
profession" (ii. 276). However, he actually 
jtook orders, and was licensed to the perpetual 
curacy of Brentford, in Middlesex, about the 
month of October, I76O. In the spring of 
1767 he visited Paris, and plunged into all 
the dissipations of that gay metropolis; since» 
from an incidental circumstance, we find him 
possessed of a sumptuous wardrobe of expei^ 
sive clothes, suits of scarlet and gold, white 
and silver, blue apd silver camblet, flowered 
silk, &c. &c. all which he left behind him in 
the custody of Mr. Wilkes ; to whom he had 
been introduced in that city, and of whose 
.acquaintance he had been, as we have seen^ 
extremely ambitious; with how much con^ 
sistency with his sacred profession, considering 
the offences for which Wilkes was an exile 
from his country, need not be observed. 

On Mr* Home's return to England he 
embarked on the troubled sea of politicks,*^ 

and 
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jseal which he displayed ia the interests of 
Mr* Wilkes, and what was at that time called 
the cause of freedom. He subsequently 
quarrelled with that gentleman, but still 
continued to espouse the same £3u:tious line 
of conduct^ entered very deeply into all city 
elections, and accompanied the livery in their 
remonstrance to the throne, March lAy 1770, 
on the subject of Wilkes's ^pulsion. 

Indeed, so very analogous to the writings of 
Junius were the language and conduct of Mr. 
Home, that at the time of appearance^ of the 
earlier part of those letters, be seems to haro 
been pretty generally suspected of being the 
author of them. When bis schoolfellow. Sir 
William Draper^ in his second letter, says of hi^ 
opponent, ^'Junius delights to mangle carcases 
with a hatchet, his language imd instrument 
liave a great connei^ion with Clare Market^^ 
(i. 79)> he appears to intend an dlusion to the 
trade of Mr. Home's father ; though either 
purposely, or from want pf memory, be some-; 
what disguises the fact^ 

The allusion to Mr. Home is still more 
pointed in Sir William Blackstone's pam* 
phlet on incapacity of re-election after ex- 
pulsion, 

* At a fubiejjufiDt peru>d» wlien Sir William had bota MrM9»t 
^uly by Mr. Horne*9 appearance as the antagonitt of Juniui, ha 
appears to baTO suspected lord Shelbame (ii. 3). 
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pulsion, itfMfsWer to Junim's letter on thaC 
subjects The latter having demanded a 
precedent, ^^ wliere an expelled meml^ef hds^ 
been returned again, and another candidate, 
with an inferior number of votes^ has been 
declared the sitting member :" Sir tTiiliam 
replies, *' Instead df a precedent, I will put 
a case, which will be quite* as decisive to the 
present point. Suppose another Saciheveret 
(and every party must have its Sacheverel), 
Ibhould at some future electibn, offer himself a 
candidate for Middlesex. He is opposed by a 
candidate, whose" coat is of a different colour. 
The divine has an indisputable majority, nay^ 
the layman is absolutely distanced ;" yet, in 
this case. Sir William contends, the votes given 
far the clerical candidate would be considered 
98 thrown aWay, and his lay competitor, with ^ 
the smaller number of votes, would be held 
to be duly elected (i* 309). This passage is 
produced here only for the sake of the allusion 
to Sachever^I, that intemperate, hot-headed 
priest, than whom nothing can tally more 
exactly with the character of Mr* Home. 

The same suspicion was evidently enter- 
tained by Dr. Johnson, wben» in his mas- 
terly pampiilet on the Falklant^ Islands, he 
speaks of Junius, in an allusion to Mr. 
Home's christian name> Jobn^ as ^^ JACK 

the 
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the giant-killer in a coat of darkness, who , 
doei much mischief with little strength** (ii. 
196) ; and again, " Though I cannot think 
tte stile of Junius secure from criticism, 
though his expressions are often trite^ and 
his periods feeble, I should never have sta« 
tioned him where he has placed himself, had E 
not rated him by his morals rather than his 
faculties^ What, says Pope, must be the 
PRIEST, where the Monkey is a God? 
What must be the drudge of a party, of 
which the heads are Wilkes and Crosby, 
Sawbridge and Townshend ?'* (198). Home 
was n.otoribusly in strict connexion with these 
city agitsitors. Thus Draper^ Blackstone, 
and Johnson point at the same person; and 
an able writer, under the signature of Siluriis, 
draws a picture of Junius copied to the life 
from the character of Home, and alluding, as 
it seems, to the supposed condition of his 
father. '* I know Junius, and I am not 
surprized that he calls aloud for blood.* Bred 
, among 

• Mr. Home if stated, od the best authority, to ha^e boaited 
at Brentford, during Wilkef*f election, that he would dje his 
black coat red in blood. In his second letter to Junius he seems 
to contemplate wijth complacency the prospect of engaging in 
the military profession, on the erent of a citiI war (to which 
he contributed all in his power), and of shooting his soTereign 
in the field of battle. 

Oninis Aristippum decuit color et oMu$. 
' .« Junius 
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among the dregs of mankind, he imbibed tbear 
vices, and acquired that hardness of heart 
which isi usually produced by crimes. Pos- 
sessed of some ambition, versed in the low 
arts of adulation, he wrought himself into the 
confidence of the vain by unmanly flattery,* 
and rose from obscurity by means which 
dishonoured his patrons. Smooth in his 
language, he gained, the ear without per» 

suading the heart Dark, cunning, 

deceitfully self-denied,* he covered himself 
with such an appearance of openness and 
candour, that even some judges of humaa 
nature thought him honest, many believed, 
him honourable, few suspected the soundness 
of his head, none the goodness of his heart'' 
(iii. 201). 

These suspicions cannot be termed ground- 
less. From particulars now first brought to 
light in the present; publication, many circum- 
stances which are found to attach to Junius, 
we know to correspond very remarkably with 
the residence, profession, pursuits, modes of 

acting, 

Junius justifies Brutus in stabbing a tyrant to the beart (ii« 4), 
and perhaps his Tery signature was inicpded as a secret declara- 
tion of his regicidal principles* 

' * This evidently alludes to Homers having worked himsefif 
into the acquaintance of Wilkes, Stenie» Sawbridge, &c* 
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aeti»g, pditic^l gentim^iitji, atid political 
friendships and ^hnfiitifes 6( Mr. Home. 



It i^ acknowledged that the residence of 
Junius during the whole of his mysterious 
Correspondence with the press moisf have 
been, with very few intermissions, either in 
London, or in the immediate vicinity of the 
Mietropolis; This i^ observed by the present 
editor, and distinct proofs of his assertion may 
be fo£ind at pp. 48, 145 of the preliminary 
essfty. It is also nearly certain, that he lived 
either at the West end of the town, or in 
^me of the neighbouring villages which li6 
in that direction. All the cofFee-bouses at 
which, by his direction, parcels or letter^ 
were left for him by Woodfall, are situated in 
that quarter of Westminster, and when he 
wishes to change his house of call, he destres 
the printer to "memiou any new place he 
thinks proper, Weff of Temple Bar'' (♦249). 

It rs eq^mtly elear that he dwelt in the* 
immediate neighi^ourho^ of one of the royal 
rerfdences. This appears from every page of 
bis private letters to Woodfall now first pub« 
liidhed. The sdfprF^ifyg celerity with which 
he got information of mindte circumstance!^ 
wbioh' pofiied m i\t» king's ckisetj proves that 

he 
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he was inhabits of daily communicatidri with 
some of the royal attendants. Woodfall had 
told Garrick that he believed Junius would 
not write much longer. Garrick flew with 
• the news to Ramus, one of the pages, who 
immediately i^ommunicated it to the King at 
Richmond. By the very next morning, 
Junius had heard of it ; though, ^ was likely 
to be the case^ with some in^curacy, and 
writes thus to his printer : '* Beware of David 
Garrick i he Was sent to pump you, and 
went directly to Richmond, to tell the King'* 
(i. 229)* /* Depend ujyon zi^hnt I tell you^ the 
King understood that he had found out the 
secret by his own activity" (*234). Many 
other proofs might be collected of his intimate 
knowledge of the king's private hours. "I 
must tell you," says he, in a note to Woodfall, 
** and with positive certainty, that our gra- 
cious ^ ' is as callous as stock-fish to 
everything but the reproach of cowardice," 
[thus does he irreverently revile his majesty's 
noble disdain of populac clamour]. '< Tliat 
alone is able to set the humours a^oat 
After a paper of that kind, he won't eat meat 
for a week" (i. *2i21) : and in his printed 
letters, ^* This shameful desertion so afflicted 
the generous mind of George the Third, that 
D he 
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he was obliged to live upon potatoes for three 
weeks, to keep off a malignant fever*' (ii. 130). 
lathe latter end of J771« the Princess Dow* 
ager of Wales was dying of a cancer^ y^t the 
papers stated sh6 was recovering* " What 
do you mean," says Junius to AVoodfall in 
private, ** by aflirming that the Dowager is 
better r / tell you that slie suckles toada" 
[a known remedy in that dreadful malady] 
« from morning till night" (i, *24il)* She 
died the beginning of the following month* 
Ail the residences^ especially the country 
residences, of royalty^ are surrounded by 
attendant3^ who create to themselves an 
imaginary impcH'tance with low people> by 
retailing all the idle talk which they can 
pick up re^p^cting the sovereign and his 
family. Tbey cannot spy into mysteries of 
state» but they can seei and they can relate, 
a]l the dthQr§ of royalty : and those to whom 
they deal out these impqriant fects^ assume^ 
in their turn, a second-rate consequence, by 
repeating to their neighbours what they have 
heard from the bfs( authority. To these 
external minutiae of a courts is ail Junius's 
boasted knowledge Qf it confined : anid no 
village would be Ukely to possess inore «(f thv» 
knowledge U)^ BreiAfotd i ifi tbe immediate 

vicinity 
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vicinity of which are ^i^ated the palaces of 
Richmond and K,ew, at that time the resi- 
dences of his Majesty anid the Princess: 
Dowager of Walesa But Brentford was xhe^ 
quraqy of which Mr, Home was at that tim^ 
incumbent; ^nd, therefor^, we know, that bis. 
residence precisely ooinoides with what we 
should suppose the r^ideiH^e of Junius to 
have been. 



Junius was evidently % maa who had 
studied the law, or rather had lodted exten« 
^vely into law books. He reriles^ indeed^, 
the professors of the law, and would have his 
readers believe that he knew no more of the 
profession, than what every gentleman (a title 
of which be is extremely fond) ought to know» 
But. the contrary is plain. Every gentlemui 
should have diligently read his Blackstone^ 
but it cannot be expected that any mai^ 
should sit down to so dry a study as the 
CQunicipal law of England, with that earnest* 
aess. which qualified Junius to compose his 
elaborate letter to Lord Mansfield, on the 
power of the court of King's Bench to bail ia 
cases of mainour, without the prospei:t ol 
reaping the emoluments of his diligence. 
Dia When 
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When he has occaEion tb write to WoodfaU 
in private on legal subjects, it is quite in the 
dtyle of a lawyer, " I have carefully perused 
the information : it is so loose and illTdrawn 
that Mr. De Grey had no hand in it" (i. 70). 
Junius, therefore^ I should say> was a man 
who had studied the law with a view of being 
called to the bar : and if he had been defeated 
in his hopes, he would be likely to revile the 
profession ; and if his hopes had been defeated 
by Lord Mansfield, he would be likely to 
cheHsh kn inextinguishable hatred of that ce* 
lebrated chief justice ; and express himself as 
Junius does, " We have got the rascal down, 
let us strangle him, if it be possible" (i. *214). 
" I will, never rest till I have destroyed or 
expelled that wretch. The fellow truckles 
already" (*2 Id). Now all these qualifications 
for Junius meet, as is well known^ in Mr. 
Home; though a clergyman, he hated bis 
profession and wished to quit it. He aspired 
to that of the law, bought books, and k«pt 
terms. How well he was qualified for the 
business of an advocate^ may be seen from his 
own numerous trials, in all of which he acted 
as his own counsel, with great ability: But 
the benchers of the inner .temple refused to 
call him to the bar; and I understandy that 

he 
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he unifofmly attributed this injury, hr such 
he always considered it, to the machinatioqs 
of the chief justice of the King's Bench,, 
whom he pursued through life with unap- 
peasable detestation. • 

It must be observed that there was nothing 
in the morality of Mr. Home which should 
disqualify him from sustaining the character 
of Junius. He, like Junius, was in the habit 
of writing infatnous anonymous lyes in the 
Publick Advertiser. The charge against Mr. 
Onslow, of selling a collectorship in America 
(i.*186), which that gentleman repelled by the 
most satisfactory evidence, is known to have 
beien Mr. Home's {*189); and it is very 

. remarkable, that, as we learn from the private 
correspondepce of Junius with Woodfall, this 
nameless writer felt deeply rnterested about 
the consequences of Mr. Home's attack. 

. *^ Pray tell me, whether George Onslow 
means to keep his word with you about 
prosecuting" (•174); and again, "I know 
Mr. Onslow perfectly. He is a false ^illy 
fellow. Depend upon it he will get nothing 
but j^ame by contending with Home" {*198). 
Junius, then, had a fellow feeling with Home : 
land DO wonder ; for Home's shuffling letter, 
P3 bis 
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his second, to Onslow, is precisely in the 
prevaricating malignant manner of Junius. 
If one spirit had actuated the two minds they 
could not be more alike. Compare also 
Home's charge against Wilkes of command- 
ing Garrick to play Hastings no longer (*229) 
with Wilkes's triumphant proof of the utter 
falsehood of that accusation (H30), and it 
will be seen, that the lyes which Junius made 
no scruple of uttering, are no argument that 
Junius and Mr. Home might not be One and 
4he same person* 

When Woodfall was menaced with a pro- 
secution by the Duke of Grafton, for having 
printed a letter by Junius, charging that, 
premier with the sale of a patent place In 
the custom-house of Esieter, Junius writes 
privately : " As to yourself, I am convinced 
the ministry will hot venture to attack you. 
If they do, shew no fear, but tell them plainly 
you will justify, and suSpcena Mr, Hine, 
Burgoyne, and Bradshaw of the Treasury : 
that will silence them at once" {*68). This 
was also a favourite expedient of Mr. Hornets. 
On all bis trials be called some of the highest 
officers of the state, or first people in the 
country, for ho conceivable purposes but 

those 
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tbo6e of intimidation, impertinence, vexation, 
or vulgar derision. 

Upon his trial for a libel in July 1777, 
after having pretended to forget to call his 
witnesses, th order to obtain a pretence for 
railing at Lord Mansfield, if he had been 
refbsed the indalgence of calling them ont of 
order, he proceeded, with matchless effront- 
ery, to call the Attornej-General. and Lord 
George Germaine. -When he compelled Mr. 
Fox, in 1799i to sue him for the penalty 
incurred by hii petition against that gentle* 
inan's return for Westminster b«ing voted 
frivolous and vexatious^ he did all but call 
the whole of the administration to prove that 
they contributed to the expences of another 
election ; tlioogh, even if it had referred to this 
present election, it had no earthly connexion 
with the gist of the action. Upon his own 
trial for high treason in November, 1794, he 
called the Duke of Richmond, Mr. Pitt, Mr. 
Fox, &c. with how little pertinency to the 
points in debate the minutes of the proceed«- 
ings will evince. Surely the minds of these 
two men were cast in one mould. 

The real friends of liberty, and genuine 

whigs of the old school,- have always been 

D 4 zealous 
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asealpus supporters of the privileges of the 
House of Commons. Junius, as not belonging 
.to either regular party, had few sentiments in 
common with them. In particular, it is 
notorious how sbrenuoysly he opposed the 
system of indefinite privilege, as appertaining 
to either house individually. It is unnecessary 
to mentipn that such were also the sentinaents 
of Mr. Home; and our own times have 
witnessed the fruits of those sf^Qtiments when 
reduced into practice^ by his disciple Sir 
Francis JSurdett, who migljt nqt disdain (o 
use the very arguments of Junius; especially 
those at vol. i. *76, *308, ii. 143, 209, 216, 
iii. 361, of the present publiication. The 
coincidence of Junius and that celebrated 
baronet would be found extremdy remarkable 
and strong, if the passages just enumerated 
were transcribed at length. 
- With all his fury, however, Junius, if we 
may believe himself, was no republican. ,He 
hoped that ^^ the English constitution would 
for ever preserve its original monarchical 
form*' (i, *77, ii. 348), The various pub- 
lications of Mr. Home are not sufficiently 
present to my mind, to enable me to decide 
what bid sentiments were on that subject : 
\>}xt we have all beard Sir Francis Burdet^, 

(whose 



Digitized by 



Google 



41 

. {whose political opioioDS, I stfppdse, ^e may 
safely identify with those of his master,) and 
'Mr. Cobbett^ . declaim on the . necessity of 
iiestoring to the crown those constitutional 
powers which parliamentary corruption has 
' i(rre^;6d fromit; though he has never conde* 
scended to explain his oieaning ; and though, 
to a plain man^ he should seem to design 
nothing less. Thus, the Westminster remon- 
strance of March, 1770) in whith the hand of 
.Mr. Home is perhaps discernible, tells the 
King, '^ Your subjects look up with satisfaction 
to the powers whictf the constitution has vested 
in your majesty ; for it is on them that they 
have placed their last dependance/' (i, *212)* 
Junius disapproved of the royal marriage 
act, " a most dangerous innovation in the 
internal policy of the country'* (i. 250). Mr. 
• Home Tooke, as is well known, coknposed a 
pamphlet ag{iinst it, and endeavoured to shew> 
that, being contrary to the natural and impre- 
scriptible rights of mankind, it was in itself 
. pull and void, and the marHage of the Prince 
of Wales with Mrs. Fitzherbert, to be by all 
means supported and upheld as legaU 

Was Junius, in his proper person, out of his 
jji^guise, ap acquaiutanoe of Mr. Sawbrldge ? 

I 
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I should think Im \tait beeuMe, iMvitig deeteicm 
to speak of th^t gi^iulemftii's polittcal senti- 
ments^ he takes care studiously lo say, ^< / 
ipenk froni comMon trport and opinion oafy, 
ivhen I impute to him a speculative predi« 
lection in favour of a republic" (li; 34d). If 
this be admitted, we shall discover a reasoti 
why Junius was so anxtoua, m his elaborate 
private letter to Mr. Wilkes (i. ♦264-*-a74), 
that Mr. Sawbridge shoaki be elected mayor. 
It was, that Home might have the manage- 
ment of him. for Wiikes says (*296)» 
'* Sawbridge complained to tne thut his 
sheriffalty passed m a continued secret cabal 
of Beckford, Townshend, and Horne, without 
the communication of my thing to himi till 
the moment of action." 

On the same principle, of understaftding 
Junius's insinuations concerning his tiWa 
person by the rule of contrary, I should guess 
that the writer of these letters considered 
himself, at the time of their composiftion, te 
rather a young man.^ •' After long experi* 
ence of the worlds I aflfirm/* says he^ " I never 
knew a rogue who was not unhappy" (i. *46), 

Perhaps 

« One of the antagobWii of X jt (whu irat Jtmitts waier 
another fignature) speikf of hiiii at a goung geotiemaa (iii. 
SS5). 
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perhaps be fipdke fisdingly. ** Alas !*' says 
he to Mr. Wilkes, who had oddly offered him 
tickets for the lord mayor's balU <* my (ige 
and J^gure would do but little credit to my 
partner'* (^i5). Mr. Horn6 was, at thfe 
time, five and thirty, and, I appfehettd, taiti 
of his pefsoto, which he decorated, as appeani 
from engravings of him taken at that time, 
&od still e)ctatit^ td the utmost limits of the 
clerical costume: and he rery likely danced 
at the very balli to which, if I am right, he 
told Wilkes that his age and Jigure rendered 
him inadmissible. 

He speaks in Hi. 46, of having " ^em a 
store of Jesuitical books burtit dt PaHs^ by 
the hands of the commofi hangman.'* I have 
perhaps precluded myself fit)m comparing 
this assertion with Mr. Home's fdreigti 
travels, by the principle which I have just 
laid down. But the most praetiflfed impostor 
wiH occasionally fofget his disguise in an 
itieidedtal remark such as this is : in a paper 
too, composed before he had assumed the 
character of Junius, and written under the 
well*imagined signature of Bifrons,^ On 
this, however, I lay no stress. 

The 



t tt is Ivtmurked to tei by « friend of dislidguisbdl learning 
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The letters of Junius, and the Diversiotis^ 
of Purley, the work on which Mr. Home's 
fairest fame must rest, open with a sentiment 
not very common. ** A generous nation/' 
says JupiiiSj " is grateful even for the pre* 
servatiod of i7y rights,** " To the University 
of Cambridge/' says Mr. Home Tooke, " one 
of her grateful sons, j^ho always considers acts^ 
of .voluntary ji^stiee towards himself as favours^ 
dedicates this bumble offeriBg.*' 

On the 4th of September^ 1769, Mr. Home 
was elected a freeman of Bedford, in oppo- 
sition to the wishes and influence of the Duke 
of Bedford^ *' Th© napaes. of the freemen 
proposed to. be elected on the popular side, 
were heard with profound silence by Yvis 
grace, till that of John Home was pronounced^ 
when the Duke expressed himself with great 
bitterness towards thftt gentleman. Tbfe 
corporation, however, divided upon the point, 
and Mr. Home was ele<^ed, there being 17 
votes in his favour, and II against him" (i. 

2S7). 

and abilitief, whoie name I shall not introdtice apon so slight aD 
occasion, tbafe this signature is likely to have been adopted by 
a grafttmarian^ who was at the same tiipe a hater 9f t\f/e 
clergy (two qualifications which are not likely often to concur 
rin ttie same person) for the sake of the allusion to the well 
known line of Lilly-— 

.^-.^-— BifroBs, bos, for, sus, atqve sacerdoi. 
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J37). Oo the 1 9th day of the same month, 
appeared the horribly fine letter of Junius 
against the duke, in which this ti*ansaction is 
covertly alluded to. The allusion is, indeed, 
covert ; but we know, from the author s note^ 
that it was designed : and if that author was 
Mr. Home himself, it may be doubted 
whether, in this instance, he acted with his 
usual caution : whether it was consistent with 
probability, that ihe private business of a 
country corporafion should be so bruited 
l^broad by publick rumour, as in not much 
more than a week (for the composition of the 
letter must have occupied some days) to have 
reached the ears of an invisible agent ; unless 
he had been present at, or nearly connected 
with, the transaction. But this must be left 
to the judgement of the reader. 

It is worthy of remark, that Junius, though 
embarked in the same headlong course of 
politicks with Wilkes, never speaks cordially 
of him : " Be upon your guard with patrvots^^ 
says he^ in a private note to Woodfall, alluding 
to that demagogue (i. ^238) : and he loses no 
good opportunity of mentioning him ' with 
very little ceremony. Writing to the Duke 
of Grafton, he says, •*- While the contest lay 
between the ministry and Mr. Wilkes, his 

situation 
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sifui^tion and private chars^ct^r g^ve you 
advantages over bim. To religious men you 
bad an opportunity pf exaggerating the 
irregularities of his past life; to moderate 
men you held forth the pernicious con^e- 
quencen of faction" (i. 136) ; and again, <• Mr^ 
Wilkes, if not persecuted, will be soon forgot- 
tea'* (138): and in his Iqtter to the King, 
speaking of the same gentleman, he calls him, 
** a man not very honourably distinguished in 
the world," a man '' who seamed to think, 
there are few excesses in which an EngliA 
gentleman may not he permitted to indulge, 
and that the same latitude was allowed him i« 
the choice of his political principles'' (ii, 70), 
^« Pardon this man,*' says he, in the sani« 
letter, ** the remainder pf his punishment. 
He will soon fall back into bis natural station i 
a silent senator, and hardly supporting the 
weekly eloquence of a newspaper. The 
gentle breath of peace would leave him on 
the surface, neglected and unremoved. Jt is 
only the tempest that lifts him from bis plaqe" 
(ii. 85)m This is not the language of esteem 
and regard ; and we knpw that Mr. Home 
was, at tliis very time, engaged in a, mw% 
acrimonious apd angry animosity against his 
fprin§r friend wd associate^ in wbicb ^ej 

told 
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told such . things of one another, as amply 
verified the old proverbs At a subsequent 
period, Junius wrote a long private and con- 
fidential letter to Wilkes, in the language of 
cordial friendship^ in which be says, ** I have 
no objection to paying Lord Chatham such 
CompHments as carry a condition with them^ 
And either bind him firmly to the cause, or 
become the bitterest reproach to him, if he 
deserts it. Of this last I have not the most 
distant suspicion. There i> another man« 
indeed, with whose conduct I am not so 
completely satisfied. Yet, even Ae, I think, 
has not resolution enough to do any thing 
flagrantly impudent in the faoe of his country" 
(i, *!?90). If this passage was written by Mr. 
Home, and designed as an insinuation against 
Mr. Wilkesi, it is a master-piece of cool 
impudence and grave sarcasm s worthy pf 
the steady countenance and unabashed self- 
possession, which those who have seen Mr. 
Home Tooke in the most trying situations, 
can witnes)} that he displayed. 

It is npt thus that Junius speaks of Mr. 
Hpme. " I have too much respect for the 
abUitw of Mr. Horne, to flatter myself that 
these gentlemen [Home and TQwnsbend] wiU 
ever be cordiidly re^united. It is not, however^ 

uar^asonable 
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unreasonable to expect, that each of thetfi 
should act his separate part, with honour and 
integrity to the public. We are not to look 
for perfection in any one man, nor for agree- 
ment among many (ii. 350) : and again, 
" The civil constitntion, that general creed 
which every Englishman professes, may still 
be supported, though Wilkes, and Home, and 
Townshend, and Sawbridge, refuse to com- 
municate. Let us employ these men, in 
whatever departments their various abilities 
are best suited to, and as much to the advan- 
tage of the common cause, as their different 
inclinations will permit" (ii. 346), He goes, 
indeed, out of his way, in a private letter to 
Mr. Wilkes, to speak slightingly of Horde. 
" I am no enemy to good fellowship, and 
have often cursed that canting parson* for 
wishing to deny you your claret'* (i. 313); 
but the most jealous selMove might, to enjoy 
the secret delight of cajoling an enemy, load 
himself with an imputation which he knew to 
be inapplicable and harmless. A Tartuffe, 
or a Corusodes,* would not thus speak of 
themselves. But Home was any thing but a 
caw/m^ parson. In fact, I apprehend. Lord 
Chesterfield would have declined his services 

as 

* See Swift on the Fatei of Clerg;ymeiu 
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he rejected those of the Reverend Mr. Ford.* 
In ft postscript to Junius^ that writer accuses 
« the Reverend Mr. John Horne/' of " leaving, 
with his usual veracity and honest industry^ 
circulated a report that Juniu9> in a letter to 
the supporters of the bill of rights^ had warmly 
declared himself in favour of long parliaments 
aud rotten boroughs" (ii. 444). Yet it is now 
i^lear^ that he knew that Home was not the 
author of this misrepresentation, 'and that this 
was notorious* " Your acopuut of nay letter 
to the bill of rights/* says he^ io a letter to 
Woodfally " astonishes me, I always thought 
the misrepresentation had been the work of 
Mr. Horne. I will not trust myself with 
suspecting. The remedy is in my own 
hands ; but» for Mr. Wilkes's honour, I wish 
it to come freely and honourably from himself. 
Publish nothing of mine until I have seen it. 
In the mean time be assured^ that nothing 
can be more express, than my declaration 
against bng parliaments. Try Mr. Wilkes . 
once more**— speak for me in a most friendly 
but jfSm tone>-^that / mil not submit to be 
any longer aspersed. Between ourselves^ Jet 

me 
E 

« The Miecdote if well known* 
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me recommend it to you to be much upoh 
yourjguard with patriots^" 

Junius, then, knew, that Home was inno- 
cent, that this was universally understood, and 
he suspected Wilkes of being the author of the 
lye. No accusation can be conceived less 
fortnidlstble than one, the writer of which 
knows that it is known to be false ; and if, 
under pretence of striking Home^ he really 
glanced at Wilkes, Junius enjoyed^ at the 
same instant, the advantage of thickening his 
own disguise, and wounding his bitterest foe ; 
and the gratification of the revenge would 
amply counterbalance the momentary disgrace 
x>( the imputation; We may add, that no one 
in his senses would bring forward a charge, 
the falsehood of which he knew that the 
per^n accused was able to demonstrate^ 
unless he possessed some power over the 
injured party, to prevent his giving his demon- 
stration to the pubUck. 

In the cburse of Jnnius's pditical existence, 
he was attacked with great force and con- 
siderable humour, by a female character, 
Junia (iii. 212); whose letter is known to 
have been the production of the late ingenious 
Mr. Caleb Whitefoordw To this letter Junius 

replied. 
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replied, not unhappily, and with no sndall 
sprinkling of double entendre. Scarcelyj hov^r- 
ever> had this answer appeared^ than he 
repented of having let it escape him : and 
wrote to the printer with great earnestness, 
requei^ting him to Contradict (as from himself, 
not from Junius) the idea that it was written 
by him. " Suppose you were to say. We 
have som^ reason to suspect, that the last 
letter sfgned Juniiis, was not writteti by the 
rear Junius, though the observation escaped 
us at the time" (i. *199); and accordingly 
Woodfall did, in his next paper, express his 
belief (contrary, observe, to his knowledge), 
that it was written by soihe orte of the 
« waggish friends" of Junius, '^ though the 
observation escaped him at the time*' (iit« 
219)« Of course this playful letter was 
suppressied when the rest were collected into 
volumes. Whence this extraordinary anxiety ? 
but that Junius feared lest the stile of it might 
betray him. Mr. Home was known to be a 
man of gallantry, and, as I am informed, his 
discourse to be pretty freely interspersed with 
sallies of the kind for which the letter now 
under consideration is distinguished. That 
Junius could write in the line of sportive 
double entendre may be seen, under another 
E 2 signature. 
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aigaaturcj in his observatij^as on the Qroivenor 
cause (iiif 3i\3)J* • • 



Sul it mti^t be owned;, ftpd^ this is the (opity 
formidable objection to the oQ)\jecture { b^ve 
been endeavouring to support} that J^iivKij 
towards the close of his career, opened ail 
unprovoked attack agftipst Mr. Horuie: whicha 
^ presume^ has beeq the reasop, that the con^ 
jecture whipb forms the sulQect of thes^^ pages 
^as never before, as fair fts I know^ bei^ 
formally maintained. It is requ^^ite^ ther^ 
ibre^ that ..this part of the caa^ should undergo 
1^ thorough invest^ation^ 

Qn the QUi of Julys 1771^ Juuiusi in a 
ietter to tl^e Puke of GraftoJRi tak^^ occasion 
%o speak of'' Mr. Hpr^e's qeyir ;;g^1 \% si^pport 
9f adffiin^r^tiWi" ^, i^ another p^vt of 
%\i^ l^tter^ expresses bupaelf a^ £9ll<^s t ^' TI^ 
liufortyi^^ s^cce^ . pf |h^: ]lev?9«9d Mr. 
Horne'8 ^i^cje^yoi^rs,, in support of the mm? 
terial ^opaiDi^ii^u of ^eriffs^ wiU^ ) f^Xg 
pb«^)Lruc> his pref^rwentw Permt v^ to 
^^popimeud bim to yaiir Qp^Qe'a pijQteptMm. 

• That SJr. H. could iptenpi|: flpmeif h^t «C ^ kinj ^ihvM 
to aboTe, with a graye philbsopl^cal disquisitioDy fee DiTenioiw 
•f Fnrlejt vd. S| 4tOy p. 38, qaotation froia Sir Thomas More, 
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You will find him copiously gifted with those 
qualities of the heart, which usually direct you 
itt the choice of ydur friendships. He, too, 
was Mr. Wilkes's friend, and a^ incapable ai^ 
yott are of the liberal resentment of a gentle- 
msttt. No, toy Lotd,— it w^ the g^olitary . 
vindictive ftialice of a monk, brooding over 
the infirmitieg of his friend, until he thought 
they Quickened inio public life ; and feasting. 
With a rahcorbils I'^pture, upon the sordid 
catalogue of his distresses. Now, let him go 
b^k to his cloister^ The church is a proper 
retreat for bim^ In his principles he is 
already a bishop.*^ (ii. 256). 

In order to understand this passage, it must 
be remembered, that a violent rupture had^ 
about this time^ taken place among the 
patriots in the city. The society called the 
Bin of Eights divided into two parties, each 
rivalling the other in their endeavours to 
obtain the support of the mob. Wilkes 
canvassed for the office of sheriff in con^ 
junction with Bull; and the partizans of these 
two gentlemen affected to call their opponents 
the tninisterial candidates, though one of those 
candidates, Oliver, whose jcause was espoused 
by «Hor«e« had just been committed to tl>e 
tewer, for* his contumacious resistance to a 
E 3 vote 
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vote of the house of commons in the aflFair qt 
the printers, Wilkes and Bull succeeded j 
and Htorne's friend Oliver, tuch is the instabir 
lity of city favour, wa$ lowest upon the poll, 
th|B numbers standing thus, Wilkes 2^15— r 
Pull 2194— Kirkman 1949— Plumb 1875— 
Oliver 245. Kirkman and Plumb were 
ministerialists; and as Home was opposed 
to the interest of Wilkes, Junius chose, with 
his usual disregard of truth^ tp call him thp 
friend of administration. 
This letter of Junius produced, in four days^ 
a most masterly answer from Home, in which 
he triumphantly vindicated himself from the 
charge of supporting the measures of adminis- 
tration. '* I say, that so far from any new 
^zeal in support of administration,' I am 
possessed with the utmost abhorrence of their 
measures ; and that I have ever, shewn mysejf; 
and am still, ready, in any rational manner, to 
lay down all I have— my life,* in opposition 
to those measures* I say, that I have not, and 
never have had, any communication or con- 

nexion 

* Was Mr. Home really in tliis destitute condition, that he 
)iad Dothiog but his life to part with ? In that case, he was 
precisely the man for a reyohition ; since the Roman historian 
says, that Catiline (that ** animus audaxy iubdohUf cujoslihet 
je\ $imulator ac dissimulator") " agitabatur magis ma^lsque jn 
dies ferox inopia rft/sinf/tan'."— Sallust de bell. Catilin. ir« 
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neKion of any kind, directly or indireetly, 
with any courtier or ministerial man, or any 
of their adherents : that I never have received, 
or solicited, or expected, or desired, or do now 
hope for, any reward of any sort, from any 
party or Ret of men in administration or 
opposition; I say, that I never used any 
^ endeavours in support of the ministerial 
nomination of the sheriffs/ That I did not 
solicit any one liveryman for his vote for any 
one of the candidates.'^ And a little further^ 
he speaks .with much sensibility of the per- 
secution he was sustaining from the opposite 
party. ^' Health, fortune, tranquillity, and 
private connexions, I have sacrificed upon the 
altar of the public; and the only return I 
receive, because I will not concur to clupe and 
mislead a senseless multitude, is barely that 
they have not yet tome me in pieces" (ii. 262). 
Junius took eleven days for his reply, in 
which he says, that he thought himself 
warranted in saying that Home had sold 
himself to the ministers, because he h&d 
quarrelled with Wilkes; an argument which 
cannot be thought extremely cogent. He 
takes occasion tp speak most contemptuously 
of the king, and not very respectfully of 

Wilkes; 
1E4 
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Wilkes : but brlugs forward no new matter in 
crifnination of Horne^ unless that he had intro- 
duced the name of Miss Wilkes into the dis* 
pute which he had been carrying on with her 
father. This whole letter of Junius is siagu- 
larly weak:r-^one part of it so much 9o> that* as 
Junius was certainly not a weak man^ it seems 
almost impossible to avoid the conclusion, that 
he purposely adopted the conduct of a cooo^ 
batant who throws himself off his guard-**-* 

f ' " '■ PtfrceDtis ▼urHMis, atqpo 
EzteouaQtis ca9 coDsultOf—- V-*— 

^^ I cannot descend to aa altercatioa with 
you," says he to Mr. Home, " in the papers." 
" Junius," says Horne in reply, ^* who ejfists 
only in the newspapers > who acknowledge^ . 
he has attacked m\f character there, and thinks 
J have some right to an explanation^ yet this 
Junius cannot descend to an altercation in ike 
newspapers.'' The hit is s<>. palpable, tliAt a 
child could not have missed it. Tlie chan^ 
pion is evidently playing booty. It is material 
te observe, that Junius did not, as ru otb^t 
cases^ transmit this letter to Wood&U, for 
fiirect insertion in the papersj but accompa* 
nied it with the following note :•— * 

'^ To prevent any unfair use being ma<ie of 
the enclosed, I intreat you to keep a copy of 

it. 
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it. Then seal and deWiet it to Mr. Horne. 
I pr etome ydn know where he il to be found. 

Mr. Home, aft might be expect^, return^ 
the letter for pubiication ; ftnd in seven Asfs 
^oduced an answer to itt the ability of which 
it 19 iinpossible to surpass^ It rr^s, indeed^ no 
diffici^lt matter to trininph over an enemy so 
extremely weak as Junius had shewn himself 
in the present instance* But Mr« H. does 
more : he not o6ly repeats his abborreticSe of 
all ministerial tneasores» and /his onalte^rable 
attadiment to the tause of the people ^ he not 
only rails alike at the opposition^ the Marquis 
of Rockingham^ and the Earl of Chatham^ m 
well as at the ministry, but rQ>robates^ with 
becoming severity, the maxim of doing things 
for the mere design of vexing the king : and 
reviews the life of Mr. Wilkes, exposes the 
€Kwbitonce » of hin condnev^ and th« seffish 
tudlives by which he was actuated, in a 
manner peculiarly neat, forcible, and severei 
It ts not for the interest of tbe present writer 
to hate his own efFusrons read in conjunction 
with so fine a composition : but all who are. 
desirous of iavesligatiiig tbe subject of the 
presefirt dlsquishton, win find it e^edient to 
t^ad this letter with attention* 

The 



Digitized by 



Google 



58 

The ahswer of Junius was delayed for a 
fortnight. I roust request the reader to 
peruse this also : for to say the truths I am 
tired myself, and fear that I have also tired' 
him. I am not ignorant of the effect of 
prejudice to warp the judgement, and to stifle 
conviction ; but I must confess, that I can see 
nothing in it which proves to me that Junius 
and Mr. Home might not be the same person, 
and much to convince me that they were. 
' But the topicks on which I should have to 
insist in the discussion of this letter, are so 
much the same as those which have employed 
me in the examination of the former, that I 
:can have no hope of making it at all amusing 
ior interesting.* 

Let 

• 1 km told^hbweter, that it will be expecled, I should lay 
jomeUiiiig about Uiis letter, or that I shall be thought to 
«abandoa my case, as soon as I fiad' it bearing bard upon me. 
I must, therefore, in the present note, enter into a brief anaijf is 
of if. Junius, then, in the first place, taunts Mr. Home with 
tfie obscuritj of his situation : pretends to shew, from the 
•fumilar example of Lord Jtfansfield; that Mr. Home may be a 
man of abilities, and yet. deficient in judgement: accuses ^i^ 
for his quarrel with Wilke9 ; and for his reproaching that 
gentleman, after baving ItYod in friendship with him, with his 
failiogs) ** i0<f'naturiiU^'c0nnecUd wiih de$pait :" reviles him 
for possessiq^ the Ttces^ necessarily inherent in the jclerical 
character )^*^ the resentment of a priett i^. im^laeifMe $ no 
sufferittgf can soften^ no penitence can appease Aim.*' This 

is 
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Let me remark, a moment^* upon the 
afTectatioQ of sending his letter to Woodfall, 
to be by him transmitted to Home : a step 

which 

Vt the ram vod imlMtuice of ailt the accotetions with which Mr. 
H. is assailed by Janias ia the present letter. But it was no 
new information that the curate of Brentford was a low man ( 
that he was ^ der^jm^n ; that he had an open and -TioJent 
^upturip wit^h his fonder friend. Tt^ese things were notorious i 
andeTen if tbej had been crimes (which, at any rate, two of 
|;hcm can not be said to lie), they loaded the naipe of Mr. Home 
with no particle of infamy, which did not before attach to it. 
On the other hand* by. brin<;ing forward these criminations, 
Junius had ^n opportunity of advancing many positions which 
must have been very gratifying to Mr. Horne. . Isay nothing 
of the testimony which the anonymous writer bears to the 
talents of his antagonist : (** the ahiliiiea I have allowed him .*") 
because Junius afterwards would speak of '* Home's very 
moderate capacity 9* if it were not for Ihe '* acknomledgemenf* 
.he had made, tiz. that in |he former letter [" / am far from 
thinking meanly of your 9¥liiie$'^'\ % two assertions which 
^re not extremely consistent wit^ one another. But Junius 
expressly admits the servicyBs of his -opponent to the cause of 
the people. ** / did not mean to dany that Mr. H. had been 
.an active partizanJ": i* Be was ^ once diotinguished by hie 
apparent, zeal in defencc^of the common cmuee" ** What 
pains did- he once take to bHimg Maequifk to exeeuHoHV* 
He dcjclaises, unequivocally, that the violations of the coBStitu- 
tion during, the present reign have been as flagrant as those of 
Charles the First, and demand the same appeal to arms: and he 
.vilifies the character of the sovereign 1 ** Mr* Borna knows 
as well as I do^ that the best of princes is not displeased . 
witip the abuse which is thrown upon his ministers.'* ** T(te 
man I spefik of has^ not a heart to feel for the frailOes ef 
his fellow-creatures. It is their virtues^ that qfiictt ii is 

th^ 
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wfcich Joniisfir to6k \h no dthef ittstaficfei Our 
editor attributes it to his Aesltt not to increase 
divisions in the Bill bf Itights, But it is 
difficult to say how it would produce this 
effect* Horoe would aot dare (0 frupfiress a 

letttt 

mat' vkH tk&$ c^iiim mm. He broatfy hisfauialite his b^A 
comMfsloif fvitii hiM ChuHmm. ** I did am inttrtd to make A 
jfu^Kik de^a^Mim «/ ike twspect f hta¥ Lard Ckathdfh. I 
«rsL& mtitm #ttAt tvntontkt cMcLvtioirs itooitf M 
teikwlt fitoii it/' Above ftU, he hUM Are i^teatiure, undld^ the 
jgnitfe df fVie^hi'p (wlitdi tm^aTM double tfrulence to the 
petson), of dwdUinj^ upim ftH th6 enormities of Wilkes 1 of 
latinfafifig the inteteMed motmir from ^faich his patnodsm 
•rose I and of irith-holdir^ him, as idii4ch as in him lay, Arom 
«Ter realizing those vietrs of aggraodlaseitie'iie in which he hints 
it to have originally spromg. ^ I never was ike champion of 
Mr. fT/* ** i mhnat oBtt^d to ahhieer far tke Jirmneas of 
^9 future adherence to the pHneipM kd profet^et^ 
'** fVh&fttvet Mt. IT. shaii be eoiiticied of soliciting a 
pemioni an em^at^y^ &r a governmehi^*' [sitl which, be il 
tffemetiihet^ Home dtitbUi UiM Wilkite had solicited}, •* He 
^tnt depa¥t from that Htuatian^ and t^enouhce that charac* 
*jr, wM^h *tf atnarie^ at present,** *« Mr» ff. toas never 
tk^ngftt a pattwn •/ mtfralitjjfi^ ^ H tV ntnnhr miotkMhlt 
fkat tka facU^ mhSoH Mr. Borne aOe^er dguiMt Hifiit dft 
Iftc ffTsdmoea nf Ms {H«rAe'»] ^ owm inwittioH/* La^y« 
JuMMdirdUtf«|^ Hie inipev^ifit ler^cai whitb the ditifie had 
nMtared lo^ 4iM^ fttftrifot He ^* rte&mmeni^ kirn to the merif 
0f fyfndanfffr ikehr fepr&$(mMvtt to ike ttfUrd €ff Fdrtngdon 
/tor ik0ir OMetman i io tK» county of Middtesei for their 
knightJ^-^-AvA an I not now jasfiHed ift saying, that there i§ 
iMKiDg in Ibis letter of Juflttn wfikb maker against ihy 
liypotheMa, and tStst there is mdch fbul strengthens aod 
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ktter which ^hibit^ against h?m such seriouf 
charges, por wo^^ it l>^ his interest to do w, 
when b^ was cap^^lQ of answering it in so 
satisfactory a sqann^r. But it threw dust into 
the eyes of the printer : it made him see 
double j find by thus receiving ^ letter from a 
person in one place, which, upon my svppo* 
4sition, he return^ to the s^me person in 
another place, Mr. Horne was, in tixe sight 
Qf Woodffdl, multiplied into two persons, and 
realized the ingenious stratagem which lore 
dictated tq la bellf Aurora in the novel of Gii 
BIm. 

If I am required to assign a motive suffici^ 
^ipily powerfti^l to have induced Mr. H. to em- 
barrass himself with this complicated machinery 
of ^double character^ the task is not difficult.* 
He gained theieby an opportunity of becom-^ 
mg conspiicuous y of praising himself for his 
talents, both in his real apd assumed person^ 
without any breach of decorum i of vilifying 
the king, and at the same time of making a 
merit with th^ king by repelling an attacl; 
pf Junius against his majesty; of abusing 

Wilkes; 

» Ai to Mr. Home's abusing himself as « m^nkt and sending 
himself back to hi$ eloUterp the obserratjon ^hich I have 
made on the phrase of canUng parton will apply with the 
fhllest force. 
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Wilkes; of abusing, in the person of Horne; 
his own profession of a clergyman ; of blasting 
Lord Chatham^ whom he hated^ with the 
imputatioil of actuating and supporting Ju- 
nius ; above all, of being the only person who 
retired zvitk undiminished credit, nay, with 
decided superiority, from the contest with such 
a rivalr^OF REVIVING HIS OWN FALLEN 
POPULARITY, AND VINDICATING HIMSELF 
FROM THE CHARGES BROUGHT AGAINST HIM 
BY THE PARTIZANS OF Mr. WiLKES. That 
this last was his chief motive, and that this 
contrivance was well calculated to produce 
the intended effect, will appear on a com* 
parison of dates* - 

The letter of Junius to the D. of Grafton; 
in which he opens bis attack upon Home, is 
dated the 9th of July, 1771. On the evening 
of the 1st of the same month, the day of Mr. 
Oliver's ignominious defeat as candidate for 
the office of sheriff, the effigy of Mr. Home, 
in a canonical habit, with a pen in one hand; 
and in the other a salt box, intended to repre- 
sent the treasury box of the Bill of Rights,* 

after 

• Might not Mr. H. have said — 



We hot teach 



Bloody ioftructions, which, being taught, return 
To plague the inventor 1 ■■ » ■ 

lacesnofc 
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after being citrried through the principd 
streets of the city, was consumed in a bonfire, 
which the populace made for that purpose 
before the Mansion House* 

The attack upon him» therefore, by Juniufif, 
gave him an opportunity of shewing the 
cruelty with^ which he was treated by those 
who were engaged with himself in the same 
sacred cause of endeavouring to subvert the 
constitution. Perhaps, also, Mr. Home found 
it expedient to ward off> by this contrivance, 
the suspicion that he was the real Junius : 
perhaps his conscience told him that he re- 
ceived, and merited, die detestation of all 

sober 

ln€ef§ant repetitipo, and Qf I ^^7 ^^ ailowed the pleosasm, to 
ezprctt more forcibly my meaning) repeated reiteration, wai 
one of the tecrets by ^hich Junius obtained a currency and 
belief among the people for hit unfounded calumnies. He 
bath, indeed^ as Falstaff says. ** damnable iteration." It #«s 
thus he taught the mob, that Lord Mansfield fostered a pre- 
dilection for the title and principles of the house of Stuart i on 
a random asserlion, ifhich, after two solemn inTestigations 
before the competent tribunals, feH to nothing, that he had, 
^hen a youth, drank the Pretender's health* The. exhibition 
of Mr. Home's salt-box was of the same stamp. The partizans 
of Wilkes, in order to excite the popular odium against him, 
accused the curate of Brentford of having embezzled the funds 
of the society for the. Bill of Rights, of whicb he ym treasurer. 
He cleared himself from the charge by the most positive proof. 
But the joke was too good to be lost s ' . 

. Neque lex est asqulor alia, 

duam iiecii|tftifi(ces arte perire sna. . 
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jsober men^ for his cU^ring Ubels^ especially bis 
ial^ucDim insults over the Duke of Bedford. 

It has been paipful to $peak» in the lercns 
of severity whioh Truth and Justice have 
de^man4^d, of a man of the talents, the learn- 
ing, the genius of Mr. Home Tooke j-^-^ a 
ipai^ who is noiw no more. But the maxim of 
speaking no coil of the dead, is well exchanged 
for the more important moral precept of 
speaking no falsehood q( them. Nor can I be 
accused of the despicable cowardice of wait- 
ing till hi9 death, to revile his memory, since 
there was no opportunity during the life of 
Mr. H. to enter upon the investigation which 
has beep now pursued. For it is extremely 
observable, that the present edition, which has 
furnished the material^ for this discussion^ 
«ewr appeared till after the decease of Mr. 
Tooke. Did, then, Mr. Woodfall suspect 
the truth ? (he had, as I have observed, the 
. un&uspicious means of detection amply in bis 
power :) and did he leave^ it as an injunction 
to his son, not to let the proofs go out of his 
hands, till that event should have taken place ? 
I could almost imagine that this was the 
case:— flwd do not the engraved fac simile 

plates 
• Mf.WaadMUM D#e.lf, ISM, 



Digitized by 



Google 



65 

plates Contain an insinuation ta the Same effect. 
Else ivliy^ among the " hand writings of gentle^ 
men who have been mentioned as the authors of 
these letters,'^ ii that of Mr. Home Tooke to 
he found? Therei is no hint,. except this, 
through the whole of these volumes, that be 
was ever suspected of being Juuius* 

The comparison of hand-writing is an affair 
of the eyet and to the eye must th^ appeal i>e 
made. The writing of Junius is of two kinds ; 
a close and delicate hand, written with a fine 
pen 2 and a bolder, bat still a constrained 
hand, written with a softer one. Mr. Home's, 
according to the specimen here engraved, is 
a rounder hand than either; yet Isee no such 
dissimilarity, but that they might all have 
been written by the same person, one as a 
real, the others as feigned hands. But of 
this, as I said, I do not profess to judge : and 
upon the whole I am content to coB^cjude m 
the words of Lord Chatham, on a different 
occasion, ^^ I h^^Ve thrown out this idea with 
.the just diffidence of a man who presumes to 
suggest any thing new, on a matter whioh 
has engaged the attention of much abler beaids 
than my owa.'' 



It 



Digitized by 



Google 



66 

It may be expected^ however^ that I should 
etiter somewhat at length upon the subject of 
stile, and institute a comparison between that 
of the letters of Junius, and of the celebrated 
writer whom I suppose to have been the 
author of them. But I am conscious of my 
want of talent for such a disquisition ; atid 
besides, (and^ perhaps^ for that reason) I 
acknowledge myself not to have much con* 
fidence in that branch of criticism^ which 
professes to ascertain the author of a literary 
performance^ by considerations deduced solely 
from the internal evidence of the compbsition 
itself* I observe that persons of the best 
information, and most respectable talents^ 
have been deceived, or have widely differed 
amongst themselves, in the conclusions which 
they have drawn on this subject, from the 
same premises. Ossian's poems, even the 
Shakespeare manuscripts, have had their im- 
plicit believers, Chatterton still divides the 
suffrages of criticks the most profoundly 
skilled in our early literature. Who will 
pretend to discriminate between the versifi- 
cation of Fenton and Brome, and that of 
Pope^ as they are incorporated together in 
the translation of the Odyssey ? between the 
richness of Dry den, and the sterility of 

Sheffield, 
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Sheffield, in the Essay on Satire written by 
thei latter? between the Attic urbanity of 
Addison, and the rugged inanity of Steele, in 
the unappropriated numbers of the Tatler? 
Even the meagre and perplexed phraseology 
of Oldys has not been distinguished from the 
copious rotundity of Johnson, in the anonym- 
mous catalogue of the (Jarleian Collection* 
Tacitus and Quinetiliaq have their respective 
supporters for the Dialogue on the corruption 
of ancient eloquence. Muretus is known to 
have composed some fragtnents in the stile of 
the ancient comedy, with such happy success, 
as to have imposed, not only upon Serarius 
and Rittershuis, but even upon that prodigy 
of learning, Joseph Scaliger himself; who 
quoted them, with exultation, as ihedited 
reliques of undoubted authenticity,. in the fir^t 
edition of his notes upon Varro :* and will 
any one undertake to pick out the passages 
of TuUy's lost treatise upon Glory, from the 
dissertation of Alcyonius upon Exile.f ** To 
F 8 speak 

• Scaliger did not di^over the impoftore, till ^e Tanity qf 
Ifwetas^eottld coDtatn hii secret no lotiger. The former 
areoged bimaelf by an epigram^ which cannot be called one of 
the happiest opon, record. See the whole transaction we|| 
detailed in the Anti-Baillet, Ft. 1. No, 83. 

. f See' the Mena^aoa, vol. 4, p. 86, edit, lT16^Middleton*i 

lif0 
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speak freely/' says a great man, *^ the greatest 
part of mankind are so easily imposed on in 
this way^ that there is too great an invitation 
to put the trick upon them. What clumsy 
chesits^ those Sibylline Oracles now extant> 
^md Aristeas's story of the Septuagint, passed 
without controul even among very learned 
men ! And even some modei'n attempts of 
^his kind have met with success not altogether 
discoaraging : for though Annius of Viterbo, 
after a reputation of some years^ and Inghi* 
ramus^ immediately, were shamed out of all 
credit : yet Sigonius's Essay de Consolatione,* 
as coming from a skilful hand, may perhaps 
pass for Cicero^ with ^ome, as long as Cicero 
himself shall last/'j- As the taste is said to 
be unable> without jthe assistance of the sight> 
to distinguish between liquors or viands, 
which, when aided by that sense, it cannot 
confound ; so, us it seems to me, all hopes of 
being able to dpcide upon the identity of ah 
author, whose name is unknown, by the mere 
circttmstance of his stile alone, are extremely 

vain 

ISTe of Cicero, roLS, p. 64, and the ^othori tbeno cited-* 
Andirewf's Anecdotet, art Booki, 

• Tbif eoBj is printed in the critical works of Lipsiinu 

t Bender's Diiwtation ivoa^Ph^Iarii, iiitr^d. p» 8, ed« 17VT« 
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vain and delusive. I, therefore, dismiss from 
the present enquiry, all consideration of the 
phraseology of Junius and Mr. Home. la 
fact^ such a discussion would be loaded, in 
the case before us, with numerous, and evea 
opposite difficulties. If the ^compositions of 
Junius and Home were found to be alike, the 
favourers of my system would say that this 
^milarity was a proof of its truth :* if they 
were foui^d to be unlike, the same favourers 
might say^ that the dissimilarity was affected^ 
^nd equally alledge the want of resemblance 
as an argument for my hypothesis. The best 
way, therefore, is to say nothing about the 
stile. For myself, I see nothing in it on 
which to build an argument either way* 
Stile may, perhaps, be studiously varied r but 
the mind of Junius a^d Mr. Home is ever the 
same— 

^ A mind OQt jto hfi changed bj place or time.** 

P. L. u «5S^ 

To collect now into one point the chief 

topicks which have been touched in this 

essay. 

* A periodical writer findi great limilarity between them>-* 
^ Mr. Tooke,*' lajfi he, << brought Uo much ofJuniuM to tfa« 
contest ^ith Joniuf. In the style of his letters it was eridentiy 
his ambition to reflect the idiom and $piril tf Ats atOag^nM 
mp^ kimMelfr-^BnaOL Boviewy Oct. 18JS, p. 7. 



Digitized by 



Google 



70 

essay— It is proved, I trust, that Junius was 
of the eame rank in life, with him who I 
suppose to be the author; and that the 
probable residence of the former was the 
actual one of the latter. Both maintained the 
same agitating, and what we should now 
call Jacobinical, principles in politicks. Both 
knew more of the law than falls to the share 
of one mian in ten thousand out of the line 
of the profession. Junius would induce a 
persuasion that he came by his, incidentally;^ 
perhaps, like the attorney, in Moliere, he 
ivould have us believe that he picked it up 
by reading romanCes.f Mr. Home, we know^ 
studied it professiedly, but was interdicted 
from making it t^is profession. Both dealt 
in anonymous calumny. Neither of them 
belonged to either party. Junius did not 
like Wilkes : Home detested him. Both 
gave to city-politicks an importance which 
did hot belong to them. What wonder, then, 

if 

« There U, in this, contommate generaUiip* *^l un bq 
lawyer by profewion,*' sayi Junius t ** if. therefore, the princi- 
ples I' maintain are constitutional, I shall not think myself 
answered, thoogh I should be convicted of a mistake in terms.'* 
That is: I will dazzle^the mob by the appearance of legal' 
knowledge: and if my ignorance is exposed, I will then shelter 
myself undeir the plea,'that* the law is not my profession, 

f See M^* de Pourceaugnik, A. 2, Sc. IS^ 
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if the suspicion attached pretty generally to 
Home, till it was warded off, by his appearing 
as an object of attack from Junius? Yet this 
attack J upon investigation, resolves itself into 
little or nothing : nay, is made -the channel 
of raising the importance of Mr. Home ; of 
gratifying his resentments ; of Vindicating his 
reputation ; and of restoring him to the 
favour of his dear friends«»*the mob* 

Yet, after all, perhaps, the enquiry is not 
so much a point of conjecture as of absolute 
certainty. If Junius, as we have seen, basely 
published, though under another signature^ a 
confidential letter from Mr. Onslow to Wilkes: 
Mr. Home, I am sorry to say, did the very 
same thing. He, in like manner, published 
another letter, eqdally confidential, from the 
same Onslow to the same Wilkes ; who, being, 
then on good terms with Home, had given 
him a copy of it (iii. 230). Why Mr. Home 
should have wished for the copy of a letter, 
which contains nothing but the unrestrained 
effusions of one friend to another, is not easy, 
(or rather^ perhaps, it is easy^J to imagine. 
But it would be a libel upon human nature 
to suppose, that there could be living at the 
same period, in the same rank of life, and in 

the 
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the same anonymous conaexion with nevvsf- 
papers, two persons, both alike able to 
procure letters -from the same man la the 
same man, and both capable of the safme 
nieiituiess and perfidy ro giving them to the 
v/crld. Should 1 then be thoui>ht to tjo too 
far, if I were to afiirm that I i)ad proved my 
point, and io assume it as an historical fact, 
whicii- will not hereafter be di.sputed ? 




SnnimiyJi jj : i v.ttHi hg \V. Eilduin:** 
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